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No. 744—THE SIEGE No. 245—BLIND JUDGMENT 


The battle-weary platoon were near Flung, untried, into the desert battle, 
to mutiny—until the stranger came to he tried desperately to live up to the 
lead them back into the fight. legend of his father's leadership. 


No, 244—TRAIL BLAZERS 

Every paratroop mission was fraught 
with danger—but this was the most 
suicidal battle drop of them all! 
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THAT THEY MUST LEARN TO FIGHT | 
mee SHOULDER TO SHOULDER IF THE WARRIORS fs 
Ry] OF NIPPON. WERE TO BE DEFEATED. fA 


| ___ The Dark Jungle 


Chapter =e Uneasy Alliance 
i Shage TOO, snow 


IT’S TIME SOME 
OTHER CERISHERS 
fla BESIDES TEN PLATOO 
HAD A SHARE OF 
% THESE PATROLS / 


| COULD HIT THE 
HAY FOR A WEEK! 


THE AUSSIES WERE TIRED AND EDGY. THEY HAD WALKED TOO CL SSE TO | 
DEATH FOR TOO LONG. THE APPEARANCE OF A SQUAD OF AMERICANS AT 
THAT MOMENT WAS UNFORTUNATE - | 


| i Wes a7 





4 BURLY CORPORAL OF THE 398 TH U.S. REGIMENT BLUSHED DEEP RED 
AT “SHOWS” bia nt SNEERING REMARK. 


YOu GL DON'T MAKE ME LAUGH 
LOOKING FoR WANKEE-BO'!/ WE DON'T MAKE 
TROUGLE - —— TROUBLE WITH Sythe 

; aay % JUST OUT FROM THE 
NURSERY i 


"KEEP OouT OF THIS, KID! "OAR 
: tiie, YOU CAN LOVE THE YANKS sey 
IT Easy, \afet ASA, |F YOU Like ~-BUT NOT 
_¥ SNOW’ / t Ih a Pt, Lalet KNOW ‘EM ! f ‘af 





b The Dark Jungle 


FOR BREATHLESS SECONDS THE THREAT OF A FIGHT H iT 
THEN A JEEP SKIDCED BETWEEN THE TWO OPPOSING Gkours = MOT AIR. 


Wore ke he ie ee 
‘ fh : fr i 7" j 





le Mere aa Lae BREAK IT UP, 
f 3 tig pi tates s , , YOU JOKERS f 
Te Mii oe ihr ‘F 


[ GRUDGINGLY, THE AUSSIES AND ‘YA 


Fie J 
- 


ARE ee Le ah OPH REMEMBER US, 
YOU GUYS © eee soe ou SPORT, BECAUSE 
4 THE MILITIA, Jee 7a ae =| WE AIN'T GOING 
ha, HUH = ti rn ; rE ‘ t 





The Dark Jungle 


AS THE AUSSIES TRUDGED ON eres THEIR CAMP, SUCKER: CRA 
TURNED ACCUSINGLY ON Sass NE CAIN my ' ov TE EG 


oe 
oF THE YANKS ARES bs = {meee 
a ef ALL RIGHT WITH ME. “eee 
= IT WAS YOU BLOKES 

WHO PICKED A 4! 
‘. FIGHT Sag 


THAT NIGHT, THE DOG-TIRED 
BIGGERS HAD HARDLY CRAWLED 
INTO THEIR BIVOUACS WHEN THE 
CAME THE DISTANT HUM OF 
ene 


STONE vey 
( HERE COME 


THEY SAVED MY 
OLG MAN WHEN HIS 
SHIP WAS TORPEDOED. 
THEN THE? FLEW HIM 
TO 4 Y4aNK HOSPITAL 
iN BRISBANE AND 
TREATED HIM ANKE A | 
STAR PATIENT. WOU 
DON'T FORGET 
Ny Ht INSS LIKE THAT. 
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THE WORDS WERE HARDLY OUT OF OCKER'S MOUTH BEFORE THERE WAS AN | 
OMINOUS WHISTLE AND A THUNDEROUS ‘CRASH. THE DIGGERS DIVED FOR 
THEIR. SHELTER TRENCHES ‘ = a wo : ee — seo 





_ PROBABLY 
THE YANKS NEXT 
DOOR SHOWING 
GHTS 


COMMAND OF NO.10 PLATO 
TOOK HIS PLACE. 


The ie era 





THREE -NINET Y= EI GHT BU 
REGIMENT. THE MOB YOU JOKERS THE RADIO 
TANGLED WITH LAST NIGHT / : J ‘OPERATOR 4ND 

| SUR PLATOON'’S BEEN CHOSEN ’ S ALONG | 
_ BECAUSE WE'RE ALL | —<J WITH US. BEFORE 

EXPERIENCED BUSHMEN -_- / \\ WE'RE FINISHED; 
: HE MIGHT BE THE 
| MOST IMPORTANT 
BLOKE IN THE 


[THE AUSSIES MARCHED ACROSS TO THE AMERICAN CAMP AND 
SERGEANT BRAND REPORTED TO THE AMERICAN BATTALION 
COMMANDER, COLONEL VANSERG. > 


YOU WILL BE ATTACHED To “ABLE* 
COMPANY) SERGEANT, UNDER CAPTAIN | 
DURRANT. WE'RE MOVING UP THE 
LINE BOMOo ROW TO TAKE FART 

IN AN ADVANCE - 





The Dark Jungle 
NO.10 PLATOON TO THE FRONT LINE OVER 


10 


AMERICAN TRUCKS TOOK 
ROUGH BUSH ROADS. 


ice oe 


SR Var 
on ee 


THAT NIGHT, THE AUSSIES MOVED FORWARD TO TAKE OVER FROM AN 
AMERICAN PLATOON ON THE EXTREME RIGHT OF THE LINE. 


- ‘ee 
rid SPE ae 
ae. aa 4 


Uh, 


—— EE Vy t ‘ 
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The Dark Jungle i 


A CONCENTRATED STRIKE BY FLYING FORTRESSES AND MUSTANGS 
|ELASTED THE J4P POSITIONS ON SUA! RIDGE WHEN THE HOUR OF 
HEN THREE AMERICAN Pest ROYERS STEAMED CLOSE . 


iN = ew et | 
a “hy 4h : 
a ihe Tia | 


™ Bea 


A CLUSTER OF RED ROCKETS SOARED FROM ONE OFTHE T 
THE BOMBARDMENT STOPPED WITH DRAMATIC 2G NEE ESTEOVERS. 
AMERICAN -AUSTRALIAN LINE SURGED FORWARD. a 


DON'T FORGET WE'RE 
TO GIVE THE YANKS 

A LEAD! LET'S SHOW 
"EM OUR DUST! _ 





i The Dark Jungle 


PPHE DARK JUNGLE AHEAD CHATTERED INTO VICIOUS LIFE AS JAP RIFLE 
AND MACHINE GUNS OPENED UF. MEN FELL. BUT THE LINES SWEPT 
ORCS a Lenten POSITION NS. 


Sry Tey. GASPING BENEATH THE WEIGHT OF HIS WIRELESS, JOHNNY 
CAIN CAME IN ON THE FLANK OF A JAP MACHINE GUN POST AND 
WIPED iT OUT WITH ONE FIERCE BURST. — 





The Dark Jungle | 13 


| HE FELT NO TRACE OF FEAR AS HE FOLLOWED THE BRAWN SERGEANT 
BRAND. HIS BLOOD WAS LP AND EXCITEMENT SPURRED HIM FORWARD. 


COME ON, hows 
MUGS! WE'LL SH 
THESE YANKS fey 


re 


yD) : > % ¢ 


cy 
i a 


THE ‘MOMENTUM Beats Stew ADVANCE CARRIED THEM CLEAN 
ENEMY TO THE TOP OF THE RIOGE, THEIR 
THE SHATTERED JAP 


| THO —— 70 SA THE yanks 
COULDN'T FIGHT © THEY SEEM 
TO BE DOING ALL RIGHT / 





leet The Dark Jungle 


SOON THE ENTIRE RIOGE WAS IN | 
AMERICAN HANDS, AND CAPTAIN 
DURRANT HURRIED ALONG TG | 
SEE SERGEANT BRAND - 


SERGEANT SBRAND CHOSE HIS 
MEN CAREP Sages tot ed Ee 
CORPORAL FOD TRADER IN 
COMMAND OF rats HALF-PLATOON 
WHO WERE ST4c ING BEHIND 


NO, NOT WOU, SNOWY. 
THEY hay NEED TOU 


1) 4S A RUNNER. YOU 


COME WITH ME, CAIN, | 


WE"LL NEEO YOUR 
RADIGC. YOU,TOO, 4 
OCKER . Fe 


| WANT ‘YOU TO TAKE OUT A 
f PATROL. SEE HOW FAR THE APS 
HAVE RETIRED. DON'T MIX IT LEY 
"EM. IT'S INFORMATION | WANT, 
\. RADIO IT BACK. LEAVE HALF 
e TOUR PLATOON WITH ME. 


| THE SMALL. BAND OF AUSTRALLANS 


MOVED INTO THE DEPTHS OF THE 


» WHERE 
RE THE 


| SCREECHING OF PARAKEETS AND 
|THE CLINK OF THEIR salah 


THE HIPS HAVE 
RETIRED TO 


Nid 


in ; s Th 





The Dark Jungle 1s 


WHEN THEY. REACHED SAPPHIRE CREEK, SERGEANT BRAND CALLED A HALT 
WHILE JOHNNY WIRELESSED BACK THEIR POSITION IN CODE. 


| - ge m 
er 


we 


SO ON THE'Y WENT AGAIN, DEEPER AND DEEPER INTO JAPANESE — 
| TERRITORY UNTIL THE SERGEANT BE 
CAN'T LE 


TT. 
THE “TANKS THINK 
, WE'RE WINDY’. 





16 | The Dark Jungle 


|THE AUSSIES FLUNG THEM 


[NEAREST COVER. Pitan 
— oe wha 


f wei., we're \/ lie © 
IN CONTACT Now, } <pegiite, diin 
BY JOE / 


| THEY TOOK SHELTER IN 4 HOLLOW WHERE A FALLEN TREE OFFERED 
|SOME PROTECTION. BUT GRENADES WERE DROPPING DANGEROUSLY CLOSE. 


~ aif 


> ea ; ? TOO RIGHT THEY — 
Ss Ap pila am: ‘ HAVE / WELL, WE'LL 
ROUND AND CUT, \ ; 
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THE SMALL BAND OF AUSSIES ROSE TO THEIR FEET AND CHARGED -~ 
ONL’ TO BE MET BY A HAIL OF BULLETS THAT CUT ESUEA oF THEM 
IDOWN BEFORE THEY HAD GONE MANY YARDS. : 


THE DIGGERS WERE FORCED TO EARTH ONCE MORE, AS BULLETS | 
WHINED AND CRACKED ABOVE THEIR HEADS . 


WE'RE UP THE CREEF, 
Bors / WELL AND TRULY 
SURROUNDED. WE'LL 
HAVE TO STICK HERE 
TILL. THE YANKS 
COME UP. 
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JOHNNY CAIN KNEW THEN WHAT AS SOON AS THEY HAD DUG 
REAL FEAR MEANT - 


HAVE COME So . 
FAR FORWARD OM 
OUR OWN. IT WAS # 
ASKING FOR 
TROUBLE. 


THE fans 
ARE SUR pe 
CAPTAIN . SNORT H OF 
SAPPHIRE CREEK 
am AND JUST WEST OF 
»® THE BIS SAGO 
SWAMP... 








WE'VE GOT TO SNATCH Fe oe 
AUSTRALIANS OUT OF THERE 
SSO HOWAC. IM SENDING 
YOU WITH FORTY MEN AND AN 
AUSTRALIAN SRE. j HE REST 
WILL BE UP ‘TO you / 


lyves, SIR. PLL 
HANDLE IT. 





The Dark Jungle 





ak 


YOURE ABOUT THE BEST } 


BUSHMANM IN OUR MOB, 
oe SNOW 


‘’, SO YOU'RE 
ELECTED. 
[wrouveo BE ! 
IF IT WAS ANYONE 
BUT THE AANKS... 


20 The Dark jungle 


BEFORE HE LEO HIS FORTY FICKED MEN OUT, LIEUTENANT NOVAC 
ADDRESSED TEM: ES See =r 


ay laa E : oe WS oot A HOLE 
 WELL,6@O07YS, THE AUSSIES \ FS : 
W HAVE GOTTEN THEMSELVES ' BECAUSE THEY 


INTO A HOLE ~~ 4ND WE'VE i: OBEYED ‘OU 
? i CAPTAIN'S COCKEYED 
SHEAR SUR re) Fo tests eT EY . ORDERS; COBBER. 








THE AMERICAN'S FACE DARKENED Se ES SERGEANT BRAND AND 
WITH ANGER HIS MEN HELO THEIR PITIFULLY 
a — = =| | SMALL PERIMETER AND WETTT 


Waie. ZY, 





TROUBLE | ie | Ger E 

INSUBORDIN.GCTION _FROM YOU / NOW, 

GET OUT NM FRONT AND GUIDE US 
TO THOSE PALS OF YOURS ! 


* LET’S FACE IT, BOYS ~- 
IF THE JAPS OVERRUN US 

AND TAKE US PRISONER WE'LL 

SBE BETTER OFF DEAD. 50 IF 
WE'VE GOT TO GO, WE MIGHT 
AS WELL GO FIGHTING / 


‘The Dark Jangle 2i. 


FOR ALONG TIME; JOUNNY HAD BEEN TRYING TO PICK'UP SIGNALS FROM 


A" 
BASE AND AT LAST HE GAVE A CR'Y oe TRIUMPH. — 


= BM SERS weal ) 
"HELP IS COMING. : - 
A FORCE Has BEEN SENT Wj silts! A BE TOO LATE / | 
# TO OUR RELIEF AND a 
A SHOULD REACH US 
> SOME TIME TONIGHT. 4 


TEN MINUTES LATER, THE BATTLI 
E JUNGLE ON ALL SIDES AND 
SHRILL WAR CRIES. 


Has 4 “y NA 
Mi ANS 





22 The Dark Jungle 


THE DIGGERS SHOT COOLLY ANO = SAY ray 
ACCURATELY, NOT WASTING A . ws ) “* 
SINGLE BULLET. THE ONLY JAP a ee Oe 
TO REACH THE PERIMETER WAS hye 


QUICKLY CLUBBED BY Bic 
“DARKIE™ HAYNES 














THEY TRIED AGAIN. THIS TIME THEY MANAGED TO 
FEW YARDS OF THE PERIMETER. BUT IN THE BRILLIANT 
: 7 TAS BY DAY AND T 
M DOWN ME <— abe 


FEEL SORRY FOR 
STHE WALLABIES. 





The Dark Jungle 


FOR A LONG TIME . THE JUNGLE WAS SILENT AGAIN. THEN THE AUSSIES 
HEARD AN OUTBREAK OF FIRING ON THEIR LEFT FLANK. A ROARING 
CRESCENDO OF AUTOMATIC FIRE THAT DIED AS SUDDENLY A 


THEY WAITED HOPEFULLY, HOUR 


AFTER HOUR --BUT NO HELP C4ME.. | 


BITTERNESS ROSE LIKE BILE IN 
SERGEANT BRANDO'S HEART. 


oy 


WE SHOULD'VE KNOWN 
/ BETTER THAN TO EXPECT 
{ HELP FROM THE YANKS. 

IF WE'RE GOING TO GET OUT 
OF HERE; WE'LL HAVE TO 
HIGHT OUR Way OUT! | 


23 


S IT HAD 


COULD BE THE YANKS 
FIGHTING THEIR WAT 
TOWARDS US. DON'T 
SUPPOSE THEY'LL GET 
HERE WITHOUT RUNNING 
NTO A BIT OF A 
SCRAP. 


ae 


| DON'T RECKON THE 
JAPS CAN BE IN ANT 


| WE'LL BEAT 'EM OFF -THENS 


CHARGE THROUGH "EM / 


= 


ge 
5. # i] 
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(THE NEXT ATTACK WAS NOT LONG IN COMING. “rane ON, You JOKERS! 

A MORTAR BOMBA DED IT. / THIS IS MORE NOISE | 
: : . rrr] THAN_ANYTHING ELSE. 

Se ee| AND DON'T SHOOT TILL 





‘eet : oe 


a A < late 
fr < Gee 


WHEN THE JAPS CHARGED~- THE AUSSIES HELD P 
THEIR FIRE TO THE LAST POSSIBLE MOMENT 
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SHAKEN Gy THAT MURDEROUS FUSILLADE, THE ENEMY SURVIVORS 
STUMBLED BACK TOWARDS THEIR LINES ~-ANO THEN THE 
WIT TAEM , —- 


TONLY WHEN THEY REACHED THE EDGE OF A SMALL PLANTATION HALF- 
A-MILE FARTHER ON DIO THE AUSSIES PAUSE FOR BREATH. 


=” CLARK, HEOLEY “eRe 

AND O'BRIEN MISSING “Yaee 
| FROM THAT LAST f 
, CHARGE. COULD 





26 Beat Bt The Dark jungle 


ISUT HE HAD HARDLY GONE THREE HUNDRED YARDS SEFORE HE HEARD 
SOMETHING MOVING AHEAD. = 3 


ts REESE, 
ELLERS 
COULD BE 


4 


oe ae 
el 


ai S 


em re Zz 










A FIGURE STUMBLED OUT OF THE 
DAPPLED SHADOWS OF TH 
JUNGLE ~- AND AN ec) MATION 
Esueeaun FROM TNS SERGEANT. 


| SNOWY MILLER HALTED ABRUPTLY, | 
Pore ele hes eer LE FACE SPLIT WTS | 


AM_IGLAD TO __, 
SEE YOU JOKERS! 
I THOUGHT. YOU'D 

oer > 








The Dark ines 


[QUESTIONS SHOWERED ON SNOW"... 






/ WHERE — 
ARE THE 
YANKS > 






WHAT THE 
HECK ARE YOu |! 
DOING HERE 


Ne 
aA 
bx 5 


iT WAS SOME TIME BEFORE THE SERGEANT HALTED THE PATROL AND | 


LET Snowy SPEAK se 


THOSE POOR, BUMS YANKS / “ 
WELL, THEY PAID FOR IT. ive 
ITRIED TO STOP ‘EM, BUT 
THE LIEUTENANT WOULDN'T 

| HAVE IT. THEY WERE WIPED 
OUT-~--TO A 


: BELT_UP, YOU MUGS, ie 


“ZA Fas ee 
Ves 3 + 
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=” : i ye 
fat ie it i Ae 
‘ ay 
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SHOWS VOICE WAS BITTER, TORN BETWEEN PITY AND CONTEMPT. 


mm HI — Mi ay 


lf 


Y THAT ‘YOUNG LOOTENANT 
iif INSISTED ON APPROACHING 
YOUR ESTIMATED POSITION 
FROM THE INLAND SIDE. WHEN 
i TRIED TO LEAD HIM OVER 
SAPPHIRE RIDGE, TWO MEN 
GOT HIT BY SNIPERS. THAT 
DID IT/ HE SAID IT WAS 
TOO RISKY, AND THE 
. VALLEY WAS THE 


THAT VALLE’ / 
1 HAD A FEELING 
ABOUT. IT. | GUESSED 
EJAPS WERE THERE. © 
| roto HIM | WASN'T 
GOING A YARD FARTHER, 
AND THAT HE COULD BO 
WHAT HE LIKED ABOUT 
\IT- BUT HE CALLED ME , 
|A MUTINGUS SWINE, 
|4ANO WENT ON. SMACK “3 
INTO AN AMBUSH / _2 
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|f AND YOU'RE — TOO RIGHT! 1 DID WHAT 


THE ONLY ONE 


| COULD AND PICKED OFF SOME 
OF THE NIPS. BUT THE’ HAD THE 
TANKS COLD. THEY SHOT "EM 
DOWN AS THE’ RAN ABOUT 
I THE MOONLIGHT. 


= fat 
_ ¥ 
a A 





SNOWY RANGED ALONGSIDE JOHNNY: 
ee a oe 


WELL, WHAT ABOUT IT Now, 
OHNN'Y © - WE'RE NEVER GOING 
A TO WIN THIS WAR IF WE'VE 


THEY’RE ALL Eee 
g RIGHT. THEY MAKE 
q MISTAKES, SAME 45 
ALL OF US. BUT 
, THEY'VE SOT GUTS 
AND DRIVE, : 


Sie i 
: 

i —, 
hm 
i 

- A, § 


. %s. 








30 ___The Dark Jangie 
Chapter 2. Behind Enemy Lines 


ieee TOO RIGHT! AM! 
AMERICAN ct CSLSHEL LISTENED ARE WOU SURE * 


GRIML'Y 4 MADE HIS 
REPORT. .- 


Mi ADVICE THAT 
THEY GOT WIPED 
—) OUT. 


BUT SOON. A SeraRENT STORY was BEING SPREAD BY THE EMBITTERED) 
|AMERICANS. pam : Tear 


) em THA, TSS vean! arTEeR ALL, 
THESE aussics “Wiles Dine WHAT ARE THESE 
HATE US LIKE | \ AUSTRALIANS BUT A 
SURPRISE ME IF 


THAT FAIR -HAIRED | 
GUY DIDN'T EEAS =! 
OUR BOYS INT 
AMBUSH ON 

PURPOSE 4 
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‘WHEN REINFORCEMENTS HAD :: AND WHILE THE WHOLE OF 
ARRIVED FOR THE AUSTRALIANS,| { THE U.S. DIVISION GETS READY 
THEY WERE BRIEFED 8 AN TO BREAK THROUGH THE JAP 
AMERICAN STAFF OFFICER FOR |/ POSITION IN THE COASTAL SECTOR, 
THEIR NEXT TASK... YOUR COMPANY WILL BE LANDED 





| JOHNNY CAIN COULD NOT KEEP 

HAVE TO OD SILENT AT THAT CYNICAL COMMENT. 
STICKY JOB. WHILE IS WALE IN : ; <— 
| THEY SIT BACK, AND TAKE 
WE GO IN 4ND THE GLORY J ME SICK / THE TANKS \ CRY 
SOFTEN UP THE WILL BE STORMING 
JAPS FOR 'em / F PREPARED POSITIONS, 

AND THAT MEANS: 

CASUALTIES, PLENT * 

OF THEM J 





32 
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THAT NIGHT, “C* COMPANY WENT ABOARD THEIR LANDING CRAFT, A PLATOON 
TO EACH BOAT. THERE WAS NO 


L HEAR US  , # 
» MILES OFF. 4 


ea 


= fi 
=4 = 
| 
a1 
a 
= 
ft 


TWO HOURS LATER, THE FIRST TWO LANDING CRAFT CISGORGED THEIR 
PLATOONS ON TO JALOt ED 
RAKED 
| || 


THE SHALLOWS. 


_ 


ge tet Pee 


Cog ru 2 
te by” a ‘ = 
ie Nees 


ayies’ 
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MANY OF NO.10 PLATOON DIED AS THEY BRAVED THAT TORNADO OF FIRE. 
|4 BITTER OATH BURST FROM SNOW MILLER... 





KNEW IT.’ 


THEY WERE 
WAITING FOR 
us / 


IL THEY GATHERED 
i a ——— —, Feat 
eis =H 
AP COULO HAVE BEEN “ie 
WORSE, BOYS. NOW 
WE HEAD INLAND AND 
RAISE ALL THE HELL 
WE CAN. THE OTHER |, 
\ PLATOONS WILL ACT ( 
‘“ INDEPENDENTLY. 43 
oy 


dh © 





The Dark Jungle 


IT WAS THE SORT OF FIGHTING THE BUSH- -HARDENED DIGGERS RELISHED._ 
AS THE MOON ROSE THE CAME UPON A FSI Se Canis ~~ AND 
SENTRIES NEVER KNEW WHAT HE ae 





Sruct = sae RS, 


a — a os 
a ree 2: 
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THE JAPS. SILHOUETTED AGAINST MILES AWAY TO THE WEST AND 
| THE FLAMES AS THEY TRIED TO SOUTH, THE NIGHT SK* WAS 
|PUT OUT THE FIRE MADE SUDDENLY AFLAME WITH 4 FLASH 
PERFECT TARGETS... | | OF GUNS. 4 ROLLING CANNONADE 
=< a f ECHOED OVER THE JUNGLE-CLAD 
7 1 |} SLOPES OF THE HILLS. 
HEAR THAT > 


“4 THAT'S THE 
3 YANKS GOING 





IN J 


SOON AFTER DAWN, THE PLATOON CAME UPON A NEWLY CUT ROAD AND 

| AMBUSHED A REINFORCEMENTS CONVOY RACING TOWARDS THE BEACHHEAD. 

a ah eareect Sarees — 
ey, 








The Dark jungle 
LIKE A PACK OF HUNGRY HUNTING DOGS, THEY STALKED THROUGH THE 
DARK JUNGLE . ——— - : 


TIME TO WORR'Y ie Me 
WHAT HAPPENS \ (ABOUT THAT WHEN |to “] MMF “: Saal BREAK THROUGH 
IT HAPPENS, RB SY LISTEN TO THAT 
SNOWY fire GUNFIRE! THEY MUST 
HAVE CRUISERS 
CLOSE INSHORE. 


Fan, 


—_ 


NOT FOR A MOMENT DARE THEY RELAX THEIR ALERTNESS. [T WAS AN 
HOUR LATER WHEN THE SERGEANT SUDDENLY WAVED THEM TO COVER - 


3 os Lasse “es 
<r ; JN 


I THE WOMBATS.! Yani 
LOOK AT THOSE i 
NIFS J 
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BRAND KNEW THAT TO ATTEMPT 
| Sur AMBUSH SO MAN‘ OE CE 


OPPOSITE DIRECTION w= WEARTY, 
HAGGARD MEN... 


THE ENEMY DISAPPEARED ALONG THE TRACK LEAVING THE FILE OF 
PRISONERS TO TRUDGE ON UNDER A FEW GUARDS. NOT AN AUSSIE 
MOV let ANDO A LOW, nee RCROTEST BROKE FROM JOHNNY Soe 
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WE COULD SHOOT DOWN THE + ; 
ESCORT-<ANO HELP THE PRISONERS Ale T WISE: = 
4 GET AWAY! THINK OF WHAT'S NG ¥ KIDS AS SOON AS 
To HAPPEN To THOSE, BLOKES T THAT 
; N JAP HAN / THE'T’'C # 
| BETTER DEAD / ane ke WHOLE JAP COLUMN 


eee) 

| SAAN i : 2 

\\ AN : ; 
= Nt SNS 


|JOHNNY BLAZED INTO SUDDEN | |ON A DESPERATE IMPULSE,JOHNN'Y 
ANGER... AIMED HIS TOMMY GUN AT ONE 
cee -——— U7 OF THE JAP a 

(7 YOU REALLY DO HATE THOSE * % BS3 ; 

/ YANKS, DON'T YOU P IF THEY'D : a 
| BEEN OUR OWN MEN, You ry? ¥ GG : 
WOULD HAVE DONE SOMETHING J & ea fi 

2> ABOUT IT; RISK OR NO RISK! Af 
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ni 





ar a Aone 
Ce i. 
ae he 


BUT FROM THAT MOMENT, JOHNNY SENSED THE UNEASINESS IN THE 
OTHER MEN'S MINDS AS THEY TRIED TO PERSUADE THEMSELVES THAT | 
THE PRISONERS WOULD BE ALL RIGHT. @ TEST 7) 

= pt EVEN IF THEY'RE NOT, 


: i gy eo . i i é ; 
THOSE TALES ‘WhiF “eee THERE'S NOTHING WE Bane 
¥ ABOUT THE NIPS N NO, THOSE “Sie .\, COULD HAVE DONE J] 
TORTURING THEIR YANKS WILL Vir A ABOUT IT. 
PRISONERS ~-1 BET BE OKAY’. ss: . 
m IT CON’ Jaret 


al cle 


io The Dark Jungle 


AT THEIR NEXT HALT, JOHNNY RECEIVED A MESSAGE FROM AMERICAN 





a 
ca 


: — Bim = 
|WE’RE TO RECCE KARODA GORGE) __ yA 
AND SIGNAL BACK IF THERE ARE / sm ARE 4 fi 
ANY ENEMY CONCENTRATIONS RATA AR? THESE FLAMING | 
YANKS ARE | 
| | PICKING OUT SOME 
‘\ SWEET JOBS | 


tn 
(33 af hrs 
PAAR I 


"4g 


Lavin 
‘fzaumesi hil LOA 
fg a re ral 


THE ENTRANCE TO 
APPROACH. | 


frecki weve “ 
BEEN SPOTTED! * 
WE DON'T STAND 

A HOPE OF 


“CRACKING THESE AEered 
» OUTPOSTS. be ee 





The Dark Jungle 4! 
THE SERGEANT CALLED JOHNNY AND SNOWY | 


TWO MEN COULO SLIP THROUGH “SS 
| WHERE A PLATOON WOULD HAVE TO 
FIGHT. YOU'RE THE RADIO MAN, CAIN-- 
AND “‘TOU’RE THE EXPERT GUIDE, 
; ra ad a MILLER.IT'S UP TO 
YOU TWO JOKERS / 





" ME AND 4 GREEN “SS 
SYONEY cooT, EH? 4 
OH WELL, | SUPPOSE 
IT'S ALL IN THE 
DAY'S WORK. 
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IT WAS A LONG, PERILOUS JOURNEY | | BUT SOMETHING WAS WORRYING 
WITH DEATH .WAITING BEHIND JOHNNY AND IT WAS NOT THEIR | 
EVERY BUSH. CLOSENESS TO THE ENEMY. THERE | 
= ~ HAD BEEN A STRANGE 
y | THINK WE'RE “am UNEASINESS IN THE BUSHMAN'S 
NEAR THE SORGE. a Fie : 
YOu S744 HERE ~~ 


MLL GO FORWARD de sae ; wg a 
TO HAVE A WF ae 3 o my >| 
 LOOK=-SEE. ‘ ‘2 Ee Pie “4 WIND, HES USUALLY: i 


igs 


nt 


pf 
wal 
i 


Sf i ania THEN, AGAINST ORDERS, JOHNNY 
AT ‘THAT MOMENT; SNOW’ | [BEGAN TO CRAWL AFTER HIS 
HAD REACHED THE EDGE [& AP ANION 
| OF THE GORGE AND WAS 2m 7 








The Dark Jungle 
IF IT WAS A SIGNAL, THERE was NO ANSWERING LIGHT AND SNOWY 


MILLER EDGED TO A NEW POSITION. THEN, WET: HEART - STAB Eas 
| SUDDENNESS . . - — 5 


{ 

hk 

ae Ney 
eae = 


[JOHNNY HEARD THAT CR'y AND HURRIED FORWARD TO THE RIM OF THE| 
CHASM. A GROAN OF PAIN CAME FROM SOMEWHERE BELOW AND HE | 
JSEGAN TO CLIMB CAUTIOUSLY DOWNWARDS. Eee 
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SNOWY WAS LYING ON A LEDGE, SEMI-CONSCIOUS. AS THE MOON ROSE 
JOHNNY SAW A ZiG-ZAG PATH LEADING TO THE TOP SO HE HUMPED 
THE BUSHMAN ON TO HIS SHOULDER. = = ; ° 









SNOWY'S FACE TWISTED WITH PAIN AND DISMAY WHEN HE RECOVERED | 


HIS SENSES. = 
LEAVE IT TO 


EF UGH! BROKEN SOME RIGS \— = 
= == ME, SPORT. WE'LL 
=] STAY HERE FOR 


Pie] FROM THE FEEL OF IT ! 

ey A YOU'LL HAVE TO HELP 

i 4s ME FROM NOW ON, NOW AND, AS 
eS =\ SOON AS IT'S 
cil JE) LIGHT MLL 


JOHNNY... 
RECCE THE 

























t. 


- aa i " a Be Ft a : (ea ae 
et rs ce eg : 
i P Ay La Sit ie (pe ode a 
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dung ; ich 


TENSE WITH EXCITEMENT: HE CRAWLED BACK TO WHERE HE HAD 
LEFT SNOWY AND HIS RADIO SET. ae 





The. Dark Jungle 


OFFSHOOT OF IT. WE DON'T 
WANT TO GIVE WRONG INFO. 
HELP ME ALONG A BIT 
AND I'LL BE ABLE TO 
TELL FOR CERTAIN. 


ee 


arg = a 
we A, 





SO THEY STUMBLED ON SLOWLY, 
| SNOWY RELYING ON JOHNNY'S 
ON 





WHATEVER ‘YOU SAY, 
SNOWY. BUT CAN ‘YOU 
STICK IT OUT > 


a? igh OTF 
hae | ip 


7 _ Nae 


— Me a 2 
Po 
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THEY WERE WADING SLOWLY ACROSS A SWAMP WHEN THE WALL OF 

UNDERGROWTH FACING THEM PARTED SUDDENLY. THREE JAPS EMERGED. | 
3 ere =r oS a | 


C 











SNOWY SHOUTED SOMETHING JOHNNY DID NOT CATCH. IT WAS A FATAL 
SLIP, FOR THE LEADING JAP WAS TENSE AND TRIGGER-HAPPY. HIS 
AUTOMATIC WEAPON STUT TERED FRANTICALLY’. gupeper— 





*, 7 t 4 
a if , 

aN as Yl Ae 

[an Pen aee 
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BUSHMAN AND HE 





JOHNNY TOOK LIGHTNING AIM AND 
FIRED IN ONE SWIFT MOVEMENT. 
THE BURST FELLED THE LEADING |, fila | 
JAP, AND THE OTHERS SCUTTLED |° AiR \ gry 
BACK TOWARDS THE JUNGLE. poe ee 


Be 
tI 
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BY THE TIME JOHNNY TURNED TO | 
SNOWY, THE WOUNDED MAN WAS 
ALMOST SUBMERGED IN THE 
TREACHEROUS OOZE, 








Lip —", ye * 
py GOOD JOB XA 
ff THESE NPS 
ARE SUCH 
ROTTEN 
SHOTS / 










SNOWY'S GAZE FOCUSSED PA 
|STRANGE HALF-SMILE ... 


SNOWY W445 BABBLING IN DELIRIUM 
WHILE JOHNNY DRAGGED HIM 
UNDER COVER. AS HE LISTENED,THE] 
YOUNG SYONEYSIGDER GASPED IN 
AMAZEMENT. | : 
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THE DYING MAN RAMBLED ON, YOU-~YOU'RE at a fh 


ae al re 
t Ree 


ee 





= REAL NAME ~~ ( 

F GSERHARDT MUELLER. 
FROM THE GERMAN 

SETTLEMENT IN LOWoOOD, 

WHEN THE J4PS CAME IN, 
THEY ORDERED US TO 
WORK FOR THEM. CAUSE 
AS MUCH TROUBLE +- 

BETWEEN AUSSIES 
AND YANKS... 


MANY THINGS THAT HAD PUSZLEO 
JOHNNY BEFORE BECAME CLEAR 
NOW, IT WAS ALWAYS SHOWY WHO 
‘ sin HAO STOKED THE FIRES OF 
THEN *fOu ed gt: pees 4 HATRED BETWEEN THE DIGGERS 
WERE LYING — ys: ; ; ANNO THE “YANKS. THERE WAS 
ABOUT THE = eee | SOMETHING ELSE. 
SORGE Te mia : 5 
THIS #3 THE aa ; - me THEY'RE - 
KARODA ‘ You LED THE” a ENEMIES~. 
= YANKS INTO THE 
+ JAP AMBUSH 
THAT TIME, DIDN'T 
SOU FP y'OU GOT'EM A 
MASSACRED = a 
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JOHNNY TURNED AWAY THEN AND BEGAN TO SEND , 
MESSAGE. TO THE AMERICAN BASE D OUT HIS VITAL ee 


GooD TELET OIE 
f GET ON TO AIR TORCE 
\ HEADQUARTERS... 4 





—— eer 


SY THE TIME JOHNNY HAD FINISHED GETTING HIS MESSAGE THROUGH 
SNOWY MUELLER WAS DEAD. fF : 


“| SUPPOSE HE FOUGHT 
FOR HIS OWN SIDE. 





F 


ne 
ie 
#y 


r 


7 


Sd 


‘a 


Pee oy 


ey Lied ieee 


52 The Dark Jungle 


JOHNNY WAITED UNTIL IT W4S DARK. TOWNIE-BRED THOUGH HE WAS, HE 
HAD LEARNT A LOT SINCE HE HAD BEEN WITH THE BUSHMEN. BY 
MIDNIGHT, HE HAD FOUND THE PLATOON AND WAS TELLING THEM ABOUT 
IT’S HARD TO 
BELIEVE! 
4 DECENT BLOKE / 















; 


a 
















THE SERGEANT SHOOK ===” No! WE'VE GOT TO DO SOMETHING “== 
HIS HEAD ... ABOUT THOSE YANK PRISONERS. IT was | 
, SNOWY WHO GOT THAT PLATOON OF 
YANKS MASSACRED, REMEMBER . THE 
LEAST WE CAN DO'NOW IS TO GET, 
THOSE JOKERS OUT OF JAP HANDS. 








Ss 
——sas 


—/ C'MON, JOHNNY == 





The Dark Jungle 


53 

JOHNNY WAS ALMOST DEAD ON THEY REACHED THE EDGE OF THE 
HIS FEET, BUT HE COULD NOT GORGE JUST AS DAWN WAS 
REFUSE IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES. BREAKING. IMPATIENT LY, THE 
THE T'VE HAD A 
BaD FO Lats ge lagth ea 
ABOUT THOS 
| PRISONERS ALL 
| ALONG. Now 
THEY'RE SLAD : th 

OF A SECOND ye » THEY'VE LE 

. CHANCE... eee et Yoh THEIR ROVELS. 


A FEW MINUTES LATER, THE FILE OF WEARY YANKS APPEARED, HUSTLED 
AND PRODDED ALONG BY THEIR GUARDS . oe 
GOOD-O/ LISTEN; 
BOYS ~~WE EACH 


oh as OUR A Alps Seth 3 ee WILL 
ee 








The Dark Jungle 
SERGEANT BRAND WAITED FOR THE | 
| JAPANESE SUARDS TO RELAX WTO 


THEIR ROUTINE FOR THE DAY. THEN 
HE GAVE THE SIGNAL ... 


aad! es 
Px ¢ col Ea 

be %, whe 

a ei, laa r yee 


NEXT MOMEN 


T. THE DI 


ISGERS WERE CHARGING 
HEADLONG DOWN THE SLOPE ... 


\bee 


a 


e 
it 
ht 
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THE OUTBURST OF FIRING BROUGHT ARMED JAPS RUSHING FROM A: NEARBY 
CAMP, SCREAMING IN FUR’. BUT AFTER ONE MOMENT OF STUNNED 
SURPRISE, THE AMERICANS JOINED IN THE FIGHT. . 





—_——_ 


“NS 
se. 


is, 


\ 


* =" 
a 


NSe 


THEN AMERICANS ANO AUSTRALIANS WERE DASHING FOR THE SHELTER OF THE | 
THICK JUNGLE. BUT EVEN AS THEY RAN; THE Sky WAS SUODENLY FILLED 
WITH THE ROAR OF AIRCRAFT, ANDO AMERICAN FORTRESSES AND MUSTANGS | 
DELUGED THE KARODA GORGE WITH A TORRENT OF HIGH EXPLOSIVES. 


LOOKS LIKE WE'VE ‘YOU CAN SAY THAT 4 
GOT OUT OF THERE / fax AGAIN: AUSSIE / THERE'S |] 
JUST IN TIME / —< ..NQ GOING BACK NOW / J 
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(A JAPANESE COLONEL COMMANDING A BATTALION BIVOUACKED AT THE 
OUTH OF THE GORGE. SAW THE FLEEING PRISONERS AND AUSTRALIANS, 
|,AND GAVE CURT ORDERS... 





IMMEDIATELY: 
COLONEL SAN / 


BEHIND OUR 
. LINES / 


ONLY ONE 
Wer” TO HANDLE 
THIS SITUATION, 
SLOPE WHEN THE’ FOUN 
THEIR W4r BeRRED. 


eee 
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| THE WEAR DIGGERS AND GAUNT, DESPERATE ‘TANKS ADVANCED GRIMULr 
UP THE SLOPE TO BLAST THEIR W4Y THROUGH A COMPANY OF A CRACK 

JAPANESE REGIMENT. IN THE DIN AND FURY OF THAT SAVAGE BATTLE, 

THE’ FOUND A NEW COMRADESHI 





[DAYS LATER, AFTER iN BY ORDER OF OUR COMMANDING 
THE BIG AMERICAN Wi? GENERAL, THESE COLOURS ARE HEREBY 
ADVANCE HAD SWEPT_ #7 BESTOWED UPON THE NINE-O-SIx 
SEVEN MILES BEYOND BATTALION AUSTRALIAN MILITIA, IN Al 
THE KARODA GORGE, |. RECOGNITION OF THEIR GREAT Ja. 
\ SERVICES TO THE ARMY OF THE _/ [Ber Zie 
UNITED STATES... fet nen eget 


Te vaay, ee 
ALLIES DID THEM |. | Avie ot E rab (Es ce ae 


fn 


A 










YANKS WAS FINALLY CEMENTEO WHEN THE 
MILITIA AND THE 398m US. REGIMENT 

FOUND THEMSELVES BACK IN PORT MORESBY 
ON LEAVE TOGETHER ... 















SAY WHAT ‘YOU ~y 

7 LIKE ABOUT THESE 

YANKS, THEY'RE GREAT 
BOTS FOR A SCRAP! | 


REAL BEAUTS / 
~ 
As 












/ THESE AUSSIES ARE 
SWELL GUYS REALL™ 
| ONLY TROUBLE IS; 
THEY DON'T SPEAK 
ENGLISH SO GooD! 
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NEW: JUST OUT! 


» GIANT WAR 
PICTURE LIBRARY 
SERIES 


Giont-site action . . . on 64 gianl-size 
poges : 132 ins. long x 5+ ins. wide ! 


The First Four Numbers 





No.1: 
No. 2: 


No.3: 
No. 4: 


THE RED DEVILS 
NO SURRENDER 
LONE COMMANDO 


BATTLE FLAME 
THE LAST FLIGHT 
GLORY RUN 
DESERT TRAITOR 


TORPEDO RAIDERS 
DESPERATE MISSION 
BEHIND ENEMY LINES 


AIR STRIKE 
SKY HAWK 
BATTLE CALL 


Foch with big centre-poge drawings of 
lonks and planes used by the Allies— 

ond their enemies—during the war ! 

FOUR NEW TITLES 10 BE PUBLISHED 
EVERY MONTH ! 1/6 EACH pricf 2Peiics 
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STAMPS 


FROM ALL OVER 






Fabulous bargain oller includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamo: ') MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Recker set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
7/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 2. GT. BRITAIN 
1936 Edward Vill sec of 3; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set of 3. UPPER VOLTA—diamond = shape. 
CAMEROONS Telstar. Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
irom all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
3/6 plus)all yours for only |/- ta introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
nuild a collection. Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 


days free inspection. Buy what you want, return the rest.) 
gl COUPON WITH 1/- TODAY. OR WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 34. 


BROADWAY - i ENCLOSE 1/-, RUSH ME 126 different stamps. Sond a 


seloction of Bargain Approvals for [ree examination. 


- APPROVALS: BU SEE 2, ee ea pies eae rT 


- 50, DENMARK: HILL, “I AD BR prs on crate crate evecerstececehels cure aleda acne stan va ‘mam iTEa) kava ate wr 


; ED SOLS RR RE Ae ee 5 ERS ESS, ‘Let No. P, 34 
“LONDON.S:E.5. aren | 
LONDON.S.E.5. a-ha oe an an hn i ee 





legged tel) yout parents YO are anewering thal advert ize Wher 


